Sterling
1998 - 2008
“You have gone ahead and nothing is the same
leaving paw prints on my heart that always will remain”

Sterling was our “empty nest child.”  He came into our lives after our youngest child went off to college.  I researched the Weimaraner breed because I thought they were absolutely beautiful and graceful dogs.  I researched breeders and interviewed 3-4 of them, finally settling on a couple who was going to breed their own male & female again which they had not done in a while.  These were not only their kennel’s stars but also their own house pets.  I was excited to meet both dogs and to see that these people truly loved and cared for their animals.
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Sterling was named Vernon’s End of the Rainbow as this was the last breeding of the pair and I have to think maybe Sterling was the last puppy born to the Vernon Kennels.  He came home with us at 7½ weeks and he stole our hearts away! Over the years I spent a lot of time training Sterling.  I worked with him several times a day and we were constant companions.  I could look at him and he knew what I wanted.  He was my “heart & soul.”  I recognized in him a sensitivity and caring spirit and decided to see if he could be a pet therapy dog.  He passed the testing with flying colors and so we started going to nursing homes, hospitals, special needs classes at a local high school and to a troubled boys home.  He constantly amazed me at how he would run & play with the boys and do ALL his tricks.  The boys especially loved to have him do the chorus on “Who Let the Dogs Out.”  Sterling would bark his part at just the right time!  Then that same day we would go to a nursing home and he would lay his head in the lap of someone who was not as strong. 

Sterling was a very typical weimaraner in that he was very needy!  He was the all out “Velcro dog.”  He had to be with us at all times, in the same room, in the same chair, in the same bed . . . when I drove, he stood on the console with his head out the sunroof or his favorite was in a convertible!
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Did I mention that I ABSOLUTELY loved that dog!?  Sterling made several moves with us over the years.  We lived in Minnesota when we got him and it was way too cold for a dog without a thick coat.  He endured “booties” and a fleece in the winter time.  We moved to Omaha, Nebraska and lived in an apartment for a year and a half.  A weim in an apartment CAN work if you take them on lots of walks.  And finally we moved back to Colorado where we all feel is home.  
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He has been spiderman at Halloween, trick or treating at local businesses that allowed dogs.  He has been the “reindeer” every Christmas even posing for wrapping paper one year.  I wrapped every present that year in “Sterling Paper.”
We lost Sterling last June 2008 very unexpectedly.  He lived to be just a little over 10 years old.  He seemed to be in excellent health and we had just done an hour long hike the week before he passed.  He had no problems keeping up or even bypassing everybody.  He died of an enlarged heart, cardio myopathy . . . seems fitting for a dog that gave his all to everybody!  

When I sat down to write this I did not realize that today is exactly one year since he left us.  It is the first time in a year that I felt I could put anything on paper about him.  Sterling was magical and brought so much joy to our lives.  His legacy is my work with Mile High Weimaraner Rescue.  I absolutely love this breed of dog because of him and will continue to foster, transport, do home checks and go to animal shelters to help any weimaraner that needs my help.  Thank you Sterling for being my “pot of gold” at the end of the rainbow!  
